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INFO AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 
AMEMBASSY OSLO 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
USMISSION NATO 
USNMR SHAPE 
USCINCEUR 
CJCS 

SEC USAF 
DIA 

CONFIDENTIAL BRUSSELS 8381 
E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MASS MARR BE NL DA NO 

SUBJECT: F-104 REPLACEMENT: FUTURE OF FOUR-NATION CONSORTIUM 

1. ON OCTOBER 22 BOLAND, CHIEF EXPERT ON INDUSTRIAL 
COMPENSATION MATTERS IN BELGIAN MINISTRY OF ECONOMIC AFFAIRS, 
TOLD LEON, US DEPT OF COMMERCE, AND EMBASSY OFFICER THAT 
HE ANTICIPATES THAT THE FOUR-NATION LIGHTWEIGHT FIGHTER 
PROGRAM STEERING GROUP WILL SOON REPORT THAT ALL FOUR 
CONTENDER AIRCRAFT WOULD SATISFY THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE 
CONSORTIUM COUNTRIES, AND THAT EACH OF THE FOUR COUNTRIES 
SHOULD THEREAFTER BE FREE TO NEGOTIATE THE BEST ARRANGEMENT 
FOR ITSELF WITH ANY ONE OF THE MANUFACTURERS. 
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2. OTHER BELGIAN SOURCES DENY THIS. LEFEBVRE, MINISTRY 

OF DEFENSE, SAID THE STEERING GROUP IS CONTINUING ITS WORK 
AND THAT NO END IS FORESEEN TO THE CONSORTIUM. BOES, 

OF PRIME MINISTER TINDEMANS' OFFICE, TOLD US ESSENTIALLY THE 
SAME THING, CITING IN PARTICULAR THE ECONOMIC DISADVANTAGES 
LIKELY IF BELGIUM WERE NEGOTIATING ALONE. FINALLY, DAVIGNON, 

DIRECTOR GENERAL OF POLITICAL AFFAIRS IN MINISTRY OF FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS, FLATLY DENIED THAT THE CONSORTIUM WAS BREAKING UP 
OR THAT BELGIUM WAS CONSIDERING MAKING A DEAL SEPARATELY 
FROM IT. HE SAID THAT WHILE THE TECHNICAL GROUP MIGHT 
DISBAND AFTER ITS FINAL REPORT IS MADE, IT REMAINS THE 
POLICY OF THE BELGIAN GOVERNMENT TO WORK WITH THE OTHER 
THREE MEMBERS OF THE CONSORTIUM TO REACH AGREEMENT ON 
A SINGLE PLAN TO REPLACE THE F-104. HE SAID IT WOULD BE 
POLITICALLY IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE BELGIAN GOVERNMENT TO GO 
AHEAD IF ITS CONSORTIUM PARTNERS DID NOT. HE ALSO THOUGHT 
IT WOULD BE POLITICALLY DIFFICULT FOR THE BELGIAN GOVERN- 
MENT TO CHOOSE A DIFFERENT AIRCRAFT THAN THE OTHERS. 

3. WE SHALL BE SENDING BY SEPTEL THE MEMCON OF THE 

CONVERSATION WITH BOLAND PLUS ADDITIONAL COMMENTS BY BOES. RENNER 
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